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Eisenach
Eisenach, in the hills near the 
northern tip of the forests of 
Thüringer Wald, was a medieval 
centre of Thuringia. Its story is 
woven through Germany’s in 
various ways: it was twice a home 
to Martin Luther, as student and 
then as exiled religious reformer, 
and notably the birthplace of J.S. 
Bach. But its prominence was not 
cemented until the 19th century, 
when it became an industrial 
centre, in the main as a factory for 
automobiles.
Eisenach is mentioned in the 12th century but 
the castle that overlooks it, the Wartburg, is 
probably older — as well as being one of the 
best preserved strongholds in Germany. The 
Thuringian count Ludwig der Springer (‘the 
Leaper’, who in legend escaped judgment for 
murder by jumping from prison into a river to 
escape). Ludwig involved himself in imperial 
politics and his descendants extended their 
power into Hesse. 

One, Ludwig IV, married the saintly 
Elisabeth of Hungary, who after his death (she 
was 20), was associated with an order of St 
Francis, establishing a hospital in which she 
herself tended to the needs of patients while 
under the harsh regime of her confessor. 
Her death a few years later was followed by 
miracle stories and canonisation.

In the Wartburg, the revolutionary Luther, 
excommunicated by the pope and outlawed 
by the German emperor, was hidden for 10 
months in 1521 and 1522 by arrangement 
with the Saxon elector prince Friedrich III ‘the 
Wise’, grew his hair and beard, and began his 
Bible translation into German. 

Luther’s revolution was not the only one to 
touch Eisenach. The industrial development of 
the city in the 19th century fostered political 
activity, and the German social democratic 

RAVEN QUICK GUIDE
Tourist information: Markt 24 (tel 03691-79230, M-F 10-18, Sa-Su 10-17).
Accommodation service: Markt 24 (tel 03691-79230, email info@eisenach.info, M & W-F 
9-17, Tu 10-17).
Money: Deutsche Bank, Karlsplatz 23 (M-Tu & Th 9.30-13, 14-18, W & F 9.30-14); 
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Lockers: Hauptbahnhof main hall, €4/2.50.
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Internet: Info-Lounge, Tourist-Information am Markt, Markt 24 (M-F 10-18, Sa-Su 10-17).
Laundry: Wash & Go, Alexanderstraße 115 (M-Su 9-23).
Police: tel 110, Ernst-Thälmann-Straße 78 (tel 03691-2610). 
Pharmacy: Stadt-Apotheke, Karlstraße 52 (M-F 8-18.30, Sa 9-14); Georgen Apotheke am 
Bahnhof, Bahnhofstraße 21 (M-F 8-18, Sa 9-12). 
Ambulance: tel 112 
Hospital: St Georg Klinikum, Mühlhäuser Straße 94 (tel 03691-6983000).
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movement emerged. In 1869 the first congress 
of the Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei 
(SDAP, forerunner of today’s SDP) opened 
at the Göldener Löwe guesthouse in 
Marienstraße. Its presiding figures were 
August Bebel, regarded as the father of social 
democratic politics in Germany, and Wilhelm 
Liebknecht, the prominent left-wing thinker 
and politician whose son Karl tried to organise 
a communist revolution in Berlin in 1918. The 
building is now a museum.

Working culture became still more 
important when automobile manufacture 
began in the 1890s and companies such as 
BMW operated there. Later the state enterprise 
of the German Democratic Republic produced 
the Wartburg car, named after the castle. In 
1991, Opel built a new plant.

Altstadt
The rough triangle of the old town, wedged 
between hills, is quite walkable for visitors 
who want to cover the key central sites. Markt 

The historic Wartburg  
above Eisenach is one of 
Germany’s best preserved 
medieval castles.

The Bachdenkmal at Frauenplan  
celebrates the Eisenach son and  
composer J.S. Bach.



The Rathaus at Markt 1, built in 1508 and remodelled in 
1564, was used as a town hall only from late in the 16th 
century, but heavily damaged by a town fire in 1536. It was 
rebuilt by 1641 with a facade in Renaissance style and the 
present prominent tower. The main building was added to 
in the 1920s. It was heavily damaged late in World War II, 
repaired afterwards, and extended in the 1990s, when the 
tower was restored.

The Stadtschloß (W-Su 10-17, €4/3) at 
Markt is a Baroque palace completed 
by Gottfried Heinrich Kröhne in the 
1740s as a residence for the despotic 
duke Ernst August I of Sachsen-Weimar-
Eisenach, and afterwards his sickly son 
Ernst August II and successors. It was 
the principal ducal residence from 1755. 
In recent years the palace’s opulent 
interiors, including the Rococo Festsaal 
with ceiling paintings, have been fully 
restored and are a site of the Thüringer 
Museum (see Museums).

The early Renaissance Residenzhaus at Markt 9b, 
the former palace of landgraves or counts, is part of a 
complex with origins in the 13th century. Extensions took 
place from the end of the 16th century. But arguments 
in the ruling family led to demolition in the mid-18th 
century, leaving the open area known as the Esplanade, 
the Creuznacher house (now used for accommodation) 
fragments including a building with late Gothic tower 
dated to about 1507, a portal dated to 1539, and the early 
17th century palace brewery. A 19th century schoolhouse 
now stands on the site of former palace west wing.

The elegant and recently restored Pfarrkirche St Georg or 
Georgenkirche (Apr-Oct M-Sa 10-12.30, 14-17, Su 11.30-
12.30, 14-17, Nov-Mar M-Sa 10-12, 14-17, Su 14-17) at 
Markt, where Bach was baptised in 1685, is on the site of 
a Romanesque church built about 1180. It was transformed 
to late Gothic, then reshaped in the 16th century and again 
rebuilt about 1900 in Neobaroque form with tower belfry. 
Inside features are three levels of galleries and areas of rich 
painting, including some original vault painting on the north 
side, and biblical quotations. Luther sang in the choir and 

later preached in the church, 
which was reconsecrated as 
Lutheran in 1561. Above the 
portal is the title of Luther’s 
hymn A Powerful Fortress is our 
God. Bach was baptised at the 
late Gothic font and his statue is 
in the vestibule. The medieval 
tomb reliefs of Thuringian 
landgraves in the choir came 
from Schloß Reinhardsbrunn, 
about 25km away, in the 1950s. 
The oldest is for Ludwig 
der Springer, founder of the 
Wartburg. A visit to the crypt 
(€2) shows the ornate coffins 
of the dukes associated with 
Eisenach. A fountain statue of St 
Georg, the Marktbrunnen, is 
outside.

The extraordinary mid-
18th century Schmales 
Haus at Johannisplatz 
9 is a candidate for the 
title of smallest house in 
Germany. About 2m wide 
and more than 8m high, it 
is wedged between much 
higher buildings with 
wood-panelled frontage 
and door. Its owner 
Wilhelm Köhler fended 
off attempts at demolition 
about 1903. The floor 
area is about 20 sq m.

Eisenach 2 - RAVEN TRAVEL GUIDES GERMANY

is a handy central reference point, marked by 
the spire of the Georgenkirche.

Information
Tourist-Information am Markt at Markt 24 
is well equipped with maps and booklets, 
can book tickets for local cultural events and 
sells the Thüringen Card guest card as well 
as bus tickets. There is free wi-fi access in the 
lounge. The website, www.eisenach.info, has 
an English version. The book Eisenach and 
Wartburg (€3.80) from IdeenTeufel is a good 
all-round guide to enjoying the city and its 
famous castle.

Transport
Regional trains run to and from Erfurt, Weimar 
and Halle and long-distance trains connect 
Eisenach with Leipzig. Deutsche Bahn’s 
Reisezentrum (M-F 9-17.30, Sa 9-14.30, Su 
12-17.30) is in the Hauptbahnhof main hall. 
The DB Information booth (M-Su 6-22.30) is 
nearby. 

A few luggage lockers are in the 
Hauptbahnhof main hall, and smaller ones 
are near platform 2. Taxis queue at the 
Hauptbahnhof main exit. 

KVG local buses (www.kvg-eisenach.de)  
stop opposite the Hauptbahnhof, along 
Bahnhofstraße and around the corner in 
Schillerstraße, where a position plan of stops 
is posted. The central bus station (ZOB) is 
adjacent.

A KVG ticket machine faces the 
Hauptbahnhof on Bahnhofstraße, although 
pre-purchase is also possible at the tourist 
office and selected stores listed at the website. 
Slightly more expensive tickets are also 
available from drivers. Single city journeys up 
to 6km cost €1.50/1 (€1.70/1.20 from drivers, 
bicycles €1.50 extra), day tickets €4.50/3.

Most bus routes also include stops at 
Karlsplatz. Bus 10 to the Wartburg departs 
from the Hauptbahnhof and Karlsplatz hourly 
(M-Su).

Tours
The brochure Eisenach Erleben has English 
translations for sites on a long walk marked 
on the map provided, but most visitors will 
not choose to climb to the Wartburg. The 
standard 90-minute Altstadt tour, authoritative 
and covering plenty of German culture and 
personalities, is expensive at €90 for English-
speakers. The well-heeled can book at the 
tourist office website. A 90-minute Bach-
oriented tour in English, bookable through 
Bachhaus Eisenach (see below) at €69 (€99 
with costumed guides) is available for groups 
of 10 or more only.

Views
The Wartburg offers the unrivalled view 
over Eisenach, the rolling hills and forests 
of Thuringia, and nearby wind farms. 
For access see the Wartburg entry. The 
Burschenschaftsdenkmal (M-Su 10-18) or 
nationalist Franco-Prussian War memorial 
for former students, An der Göpelskuppe 
south-east of the town centre, offers a closer 
vantage point for the town and superb view 
of the Wartburg. Take buses 3, 10, 11 or 
13 to Wandelhalle and walk south-east on 
Prellerstraße to Waisenstraße, using a map.

Parks & gardens
The sprawling Stadtgarten green space 

http://www.eisenach.info
http://www.kvg-eisenach.de


The late Romanesque Nikolaitor, leading to Karlsplatz, 
is Eisenach’s last remaining medieval gate of five, built 
before 1180, and believed to be the oldest city gate in 
Thuringia. A now vanished outer gate was built in the 14th 
century. The trade route from central Germany to Cracow 
ran east along the line of Alexanderstraße beneath. The 
27m high structure is connected to the Nikolaikirche by 
vestiges of the town wall, where there was a parapet, but 
buildings had appeared by the mid-19th century. Later, 
the street was relaid and widened and the gate arch added. 
Medieval sculptures are mounted above the tower arch. 
Restoration of the gate tower was completed in 2015.

The Romanesque Nikolaikirche (May-Oct M-Su) 
at Karlsplatz, completed 1190, was a parish church 
but also part of a medieval Benedictine convent. The 
triple-aisled basilica is marked by simple styling 
inside, only the column capitals inside and out 
being ornate. The ceilings are timbered. The offset 
octagonal tower shows work of the late 19th century, 
when the street was laid. The early 16th century late 
Gothic altar depicts the burial of Christ. The church 
has been restored in recent years. The first Protestant 
sermon was in 1555 and the Lutherdenkmal statue 
of Luther (1895) is in the square.

The early Gothic church 
Predigerkirche (W-Su 10-13) on 
Wartburgallee at Predigerplatz, part of 
a Dominican monastery, honoured St 
Elisabeth of Hungary and was built in 
the late 1200s. In the 16th century the 
living and work rooms of the monks 
were converted into a Latin school and 
after that a secondary school named 
for Martin Luther. It is a site of the 
Thüringer-Museum (see Museums) and 
the exhibition takes visitors into the 
crypt.

The so-called Lutherhaus (Apr-Oct M-Su 10-17, 
Nov-Mar Tu-Su 10-17) at Lutherplatz 8 is a beautiful 
three-storey half-timbered medieval building, recently 
restored and one of the region’s oldest. It carries 
religious images and quotes among its decorations and 
was owned by a town councillor with whose family 
the teenage Luther lived. It is now a museum based 
on Luther’s life and times (see Museums). Luther 
lived here only three years until 1501, but they were 
formative in his experience as a Catholic choir boy 
before he went on to study in Erfurt. The so-called 
Luther chambers are mid-14th century. The house’s 
courtyard is as colourful as the exterior.

The Bachhaus (M-Su 10-18, €9/5, 
families €20) in the middle of 
residences at Frauenplan 21, at the 
south end of Lutherstraße, is the house 
where J.S. Bach was born in 1685. The 
house is now fitted out for occupation 
by a late 17th century family. The 
museum of Bach (see Museums) is 
next door and the Bachdenkmal 
statue is outside. Take bus 3, 10, 11 
to Ernst-Abbe Gymnasium and walk 
west on Grimmelgasse to Frauenplan 
(or, Saturday mornings, bus 13 to 
Frauenplan).
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lies east of Wartburgallee. Karthausgarten, 
above the Wandelhalle, is a small and treed 
botanic garden area sculpted with walking 
paths and easily reached from Wartburgallee 
or Waisenstraße. Its origins go back to a 14th 
century monastery. The 19th century tea room 
contains rare French art wallpaper and is 
occasionally open. Take buses 3, 10, 11 or 13 
to Wandelhalle.

Markets
Fresh produce is available at Markt (M, F & 
Sa).

Meet & drink
The bakery and cafe Elmi (M-F 7-19, Sa 7-16) 
at Johannisplatz 4 is an easy and inexpensive 
place for breakfast or a large coffee and 
sampling some of the delightful Thuringian 
cake styles.

Food
Restaurant Michelangelo (tel 03691-734081 
M-Su 11-23.30) at Karlsplatz 21 serves 
indoors or into the outdoor area opposite the 
main door and is locally popular for its pizzas 
(€5.80-11.50) and pasta (€8.90-10.50). Lunch 
offers range from €6.50 to €12.90.

The cafe and biorestaurant Zucker & Zimt 
(M-F 9-19, Sa-Su 10-19), in the centre of town 
at Markt 2, offers options for vegetarians and 
vegans and offers outdoor service for cakes, 
beverages and light meals.

Accommodation
A €1.50 per night city tax is charged in 
Eisenach.

B&S Hotel Am Bachhaus (tel 03691-
20470, www.hotel-am-bachhaus.de) at 
Marienstraße 7 is a mid-priced family-run hotel 
near the Bachhaus museum. Singles/doubles/
triples including breakfast start at €68/96/139 
(May-Oct) and €62/91/129 (Nov-May), with 
additional beds available at a fee. Wi-fi is free, 
with limited parking at €6.Take buses 3, 10, 
11 or 13 to Ernst-Abbe-Gymnasium and walk 
west on Grimmelgasse to Marienstraße.

City Hotel (tel 03691-20980, email info@
cityhotel-eisenach.de) at Bahnhofstraße 25 is 
a three-star offering 300m from the station 
with singles/doubles including breakfast from 
€64/86. Parking is €5 per day and wi-fi free.

The DJH hostel is Jugendherberge 
Eisenach (tel 03691-743259, email eisenach@
jugendherberge.de) at Mariental 24 below the 
Wartburg. Dorm beds including breakfast and 
linen are €24.60, single rooms €34.60. Check-
in is 15.00 to 18.00 and the hostel closes at 
22.00. Take bus 3 or 10 to Liliengrund and 
walk 200m.  

The Lutherdenkmal at Karlsplatz. 

http://www.hotel-am-bachhaus.de


The site of the Wartburg (Apr-Oct M-Su 
8.30-20, Nov-Mar M-Su 9-17, €12/5, 
concession €8, children under 6 free) has 
cultural significance beyond the castle’s 
value as an architectural monument. 
The first castle was probably built about 
1067 by the count Ludwig der Springer, 
using timbers. In its Romanesque stone 
successor, built by his grandson Ludwig 
II and known as the Palas, the leading 
Minnesinger or court minstrel Walther 
von der Vogelweide competed – according 
to tradition – in a 1207 contest of poetic 
skill honouring the birth of St Elisabeth. 
The Palas was extended and completed, 
probably by Ludwig III. St Elisabeth, 
as queen of Ludwig IV, lived there in 
the early 13th century and the castle 
continued in regular use as a residence, 
with extensions including the half-
timbered sections and knights’ hall until 
the 15th century. The Lutherstube, the study where Luther translated the New Testament, shows the Cranach portrait of Luther with beard, 
part of his disguise. Parts of the castle were used for detaining prisoners but it fell into disuse from the Thirty Years War until the early 
19th century, when Goethe suggested it be re-established as a museum. In democratic fervour, an 1817 congress of bourgeois student 
fraternities held at the Wartburg, and the tradition of the Minnesinger contest, inspired Wagner later to write the opera Tannhäuser, which 
includes a character based on St Elisabeth. The architect Hugo von Ritgen took on rebuilding and restoring the remains in the 1850s. In 
1999 UNESCO added the castle to its world heritage list, Goethe’s vision for a museum having been realised. Buses 10 or 10a run to the 
castle. There is parking (€5) at a station 500m from the castle and a shuttle is available for visitors with mobility restrictions. Children’s 
donkey rides (tel 03691-210404) are also available from the car park. The maze of scenic walking and cycling trails to the castle are 
demanding but signposted. The Lutherweg pilgrim trail (signed with green stylised Fraktur ‘L’) leads almost 2km south-west to the castle 
from the Predigerkirche near the city centre, rising about 160m.

Museum auf der Wartburg (Apr-Oct M-Su 8.30-20, Nov-May M-Su 
9-17, tickets €12/5, concession €8, children under 6 free) reveals 
most of the treasures of the historic castle. The Romanesque-style 
Palas or great hall shows some of the style of the Thuringian princes 
in artefacts such as a 12th century aquamanile, a vessel for priests 
washing hands at Mass and  shaped as a lion, a reliquary casket, 
furnishings and textiles including a 15th century tapestry depicting 
events from the life of St Elisabeth, a Minnesinger harp and an 
ornate lute. Martin Luther’s tormented 1521-22 exile at the castle 
under the patronage of the elector Friedrich the Wise was in disguise 
as a knight, styled Junker Jörg. His translation of the New Testament 
into German – the beginning of a standardised German language 
– is celebrated by the display of his sparse study the Lutherstube, 
where there hangs the Lucas Cranach the elder portrait of Luther 
as bearded exile. Items associated with Martin Luther include 
works by Cranach – portraits of the reformer’s parents, wedding 
portraits of Luther and his wife Katharina von Bora and a bible with 
annotations by Luther. Ludwig der Springer’s tomb slab, and others 
of his descendants with likenesses and family arms in relief, are in 
the castle. Other highlights are the Elisabethkemenate chamber (the 
superb mosaic work is early 20th century), the Elisabethgalerie, the 
Sängersaal (with a fresco of the Minnesinger contest made famous 
by Tannhäuser), and the panelled and decorated great hall (19th 
century). There are regular temporary exhibitions. For access and 
more details see the Wartburg entry.
The Bachhaus Eisenach (M-Su 10-18, €9/5, families €20) house 
and museum at Frauenplan 21 combine the furnishings of a 
17th century house with live music on contemporary keyboard 
instruments and a modern museum incorporating bubble listening 
chairs that brings multimedia into the musical experience. Take 
buses 3, 10, 11 or 13 to Ernst-Abbe-Gymnasium and walk west on 
Grimmelgasse to Frauenplan.
The Lutherhaus Eisenach (Apr-Oct M-Su 10-17, Nov-Mar Tu-Su 
10-17, €6/4, families €12) at Lutherplatz 8 is diverse. The permanent 
collection (featuring insights into Luther’s translation of the Bible 
into German, printing and handwriting of the Reformation period, 
medieval and Renaissance art including works by Lucas Cranach 
the elder and a display of the baptism record of J.S. Bach) and 
special exhibition (until November 2017, Luther as reformer and 
teacher, €4/3, families €8) have separate admissions (€8/6, families 
€16 to visit both).  

Automobile Welt Eisenach (Apr-Oct Tu-Su 10-18, Nov-Mar Tu-
Su 11-17, €5/3.50, families €10) at Friedrich-Naumann-Straße 10 
reflects on car manufacture in the town for more than a century. An 
old shop-floor environment houses historic vehicles including the 
Wartburg, prototypes, plan drawings and displays on aspects of 
automotive design. A photography permits cost €1.
At Markt, the Stadtschloß (W-Su 10-17, €4/3, combination card with 
Reuter-Wagner-Villa and Predigerkirche €9/5) part of the Thüringer-
Museum, houses exhibits including china, faience and glass, 
ironwork, graphics, folk collections and an old pharmacy, revealing 
the interiors of the city ducal palace.
The 19th century bourgeois mansion Reuter-Wagner-Villa (W-Su 
14-17, €4/2) at Reuterweg 2, also part of the Thüringer-Museum, 
has become a memorial to the life and work of the 19th century poet 
Fritz Reuter but includes a collection of literature covering the career 
of the composer Richard Wagner and his opera Tannhäuser, set in 
the Wartburg.
The Predigerkirche (W-Su 10-13, €4/2) at Predigerplatz 2 displays 
medieval piety in a medieval church building. The extensive 
collection of often colourful liturgical and devotional objects, part of 
the Thüringer-Museum, includes altars and crucifixes and sculpture 
and tomb art. 
Gedenkstätte Goldener Löwe (M-F 11-17) in the house at 
Marienstraße 57 is not merely a monument to workers of Eisenach. 
It was the birthplace of social democratic labour politics as the 
site of August Bebel’s first German workers’ congress of 1869. 
In German, using memorabilia and multimedia resources, the 
history of the social democratic movement, including the SPD, is 
covered, and there is an exhibition on Eisenach during this formative 
period as well as changing displays. A monument is adjacent on 
Wartburgallee. Take buses 3, 10, 11 or 13 to Wandelhalle.
The amusement park Mini-a-Thür (www.mini-a-thuer.de, Apr-Sep 
M-Su 10-18, Oct M-Su 10-17, €9/7, families €24) at Geschwister-
Schöll-Straße 32 in Ruhla, about 12km south of Eisenach, is a 
world in minature. More than 100 Thuringian buildings including 
the Wartburg are accurately reproduced in 1:25 scale. The 18,000 
sq m site includes a model railway and model boats as well as 
amusements such as a toboggan-style ride. Take bus 43 from 
Eisenach to the Bahnhofstraße/Klubhaus stop in Ruhla and walk 
400m west on Geschwister-Schöll-Straße (Sunday buses are limited).
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MUSEUMS

http://www.mini-a-thuer.de

